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IN THIS ISSUE 

Many years of scientific training, along 
with a lifetime of being a reserved 
introvert, convinced me early on that we 
should avoid personal stories in these 
newsletters.  On the other hand, it’s the 
personal stories that make science the 
adventure it is.  It’s the personal stories 
that make the seemingly sterile facts 
and bland data relatable to us non-
specialists and relevant to our daily lives.  
And for these reasons – which become 
more important every day – we, as 
scientists, must become not only more 
comfortable telling our own stories, but 
better at telling them as well.     

All of these points became very clear to 
me once again as this edition of the 
newsletter came together.  In these 
pages you’ll meet Brittany, a long-time 
member of our team and a soon-to-be 
star in paleontology.  I’m proud to say 
that, for the first time, you’ll also read, 
from her own point of view, a guest-
authored article written by 16-year-old 
Meghan, a 2017 Field Expedition Crew 
Member and a future paleontology star 
herself.  And finally, as difficult as it was 
to reveal a bit of myself, you’ll read 
about one of the most poignant events 
in my life, and certainly the biggest day 
in the short history of the BBPI.    

It has long been one of my personal 
missions, and an official mission of the 
BBPI, to be a leader in bringing the 
adventure of science to the masses.  If 
we are serious about this – and let me be 
clear; we very much are – then we have 
to tell personal stories, and we have to 
get better at doing so.  Only then can we 
help teach other scientists tell their own 
amazing stories.  Rather than making 
these personal newsletter stories the 
exception, from now on, we’ll try to 
make them the rule.   

It isn’t just up to us, though. We need 
your feedback.  Sit back and enjoy our 
stories, but also let us know how we’re 
doing.  We want to make sure we’re 
doing our job as communicators, first 
and foremost.  After all, what’s the point 
of doing science if we can’t share the 
adventure?!  Even better, share your 
own BBPI or science adventure stories 
with us! 

As always, thank you for making all of 
our adventures possible! 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Paleo-art Fun For Everyone! 
Terrible pterosaurs?  Illustration by noted 
artist and BBPI paleontologist, Jason 
Poole. 
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Science is Personal  
by Jason P. Schein, Executive Director 

A Day Among Giants 
The BBPI has inherited the world-famous 
Mother’s Day Quarry! 
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BBPI Staff Highlight 
Brittany Malinowski: paleontologist and 
educator, extraordinaire! 
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Fall is mostly a time for catching up.  
Grant and permit reports to write, new 
applications to prepare, fossil 
preparation and research time in the 
lab, and so much more.  We’ve still 
manage to find time for outreach 
efforts, though. 

Here are some of the events we’ve 
enjoyed since our last newsletter: 

 September 14: Armstrong Middle 
School Open House (New Jersey) 

 September 23: Superstars of 
Science at Field Station: Dinosaurs  

 October 7: Scout Day at 
Field Station: Dinosaurs  

 October 11: National Fossil 
Day!  We celebrated with the 
Academy of Natural 
Sciences! 

 

Great News! 

In the short but busy time since we’ve 
been back from the field, we’ve had 
several other successes we wanted to 
share with you: 

 The U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management awarded the BBPI a 
contract to conduct a 
Paleontological Resource 
Assessment in a central Montana 
Wilderness Study Area!  We’ll be the 
first paleontologists to survey this 
area for fossils, protecting and 
reporting their occurrences for 
other scientists and students. 

 The David E. Jones Foundation 
awarded the BBPI a grant which will 
fully fund our Boys & Girls Club 

program for the next few years!  
Thanks to their generosity, 
hundreds of children 
throughout south-central 
Montana and north-central 
Wyoming will enjoy an exciting, 
hands-on, multi-day  

 

paleontology lesson, focusing on the 
amazing contributions their region has 
made to the study of paleontology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES? 

We’d love to speak to your group about our 
field opportunities, research, our 
organization, and our adventures!   Feel free 
to suggest opportunities, or have folks reach 
out to us.  

Info@BBPaleo.org                       (406) 998-1390 

 

  

 
 
 

 

Laura  

 
Brittany Malinowski first visited the 
Bighorn Basin with our team in 2013 as a 
biology student at Arcadia University, a 
bit unsure of her direction in life.  She 
had a passion for paleontology, nurtured 
by her volunteer work preparing fossils 
at the Academy of Natural Science’s 
fossil prep lab, but had never considered 
the science as a viable career.  That 
season changed everything.    

“It was love at first sight,” says Brittany, 
of both the work and the incredible 
landscapes found throughout the 
region.  “I left that season determined to 
find my own path into paleontology.”   

 

And she has done just that.  She 
graduated from Arcadia, moved on to 
Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, and just started her first 
semester in the graduate program at 
George Washington University in 
Washington D.C. studying paleontology.  
Already with that program she joined a 
team excavating dinosaurs in Lesotho, in 
southern Africa, and may be headed to 
China to do the same next summer.  
And, she’s doing all of this while earning 
a Master’s degree in Secondary Science 
Education from St. Joseph’s University.  
She plans to study an unusual dinosaur 
called Suuwassea, and is well on her way 
after winning a prestigious grant from 
the Jurassic Foundation! 

Brittany is a 
born educator.  
That was 
evident when 
she led our 
Boys and Girls 
Club program 
last summer, 
but there’s much more to it.  
Her adventurous spirit is evident in 
everything she does, and makes her the 
perfect person to inspire others about 
paleontology and science in general.  
That same spirit also is what has made 
her such an integral part of the BBPI 
team and a great friend. 

You can learn a lot more about Brittany 
and her research – as well as everyone 
else on staff – on our website.  

Catching Up 
by the BBPI 

BBPI Staff Highlight 
by Jason P. Schein 

http://www.fieldstationdinosaurs.com/calendar/view/Dispatches-from-a-Dinosaur-Dig.-BONES-EVERYWHERE-2014-08-06-112526
http://www.fieldstationdinosaurs.com/calendar/view/Dispatches-from-a-Dinosaur-Dig.-BONES-EVERYWHERE-2014-08-06-112526
http://www.fieldstationdinosaurs.com/
http://www.fieldstationdinosaurs.com/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/fossilday/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/fossilday/index.htm
http://www.ansp.org/
http://www.ansp.org/
http://www.dbjonesfoundation.org/
mailto:Info@BBPaleo.org
http://jurassicfoundation.org/
http://www.bbpaleo.org/laura-rooney
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2018 FIELD EXPEDITION! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Have anything in mind that you’d like to see in 
the newsletter?  Let us know about it!  Message 
us on Facebook or send an email. 

Info@BBPaleo.org 

 

Editor’s Note: We’re so excited to feature 
our first guest author for this article.  
We’re even more excited that our first 
guest author is Meghan – surely one of 
the most knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
future paleontologists you could ever 
hope to meet!  Enjoy! 

When I asked my mother if, for my 
sixteenth birthday, we could travel 
across the country to another end of the 
world entirely, I can’t say I wasn’t 
nervous. A New Jersey native with 
absolutely no field experience, I was fully 
aware that I was completely unqualified 
for such a journey. I had never even been 
camping before. The most I knew about 
the outdoors was of the cookie-cutter 
homes which lined the suburban streets 
of Montvale.  

One would 
wonder why I 
would make the 
decision to spend 
a week in the 
desert in spite of 
these things. I 
wanted to get the 
field experience I 
had been lacking. 
Reading a Nature article is radically 
different from actively going out and 
searching for fossils, after all. I also 
wanted to gain some skills which I would 
need for the research for my school. 
Being able to work with professionals in 
the field is a very good way to give you 
ideas about how to conduct your own 
research.  

All of these needs were more than met, 
but as time wore on, they became less 
important under the shadow of the 
amazing people I met and the incredible 
discoveries we made. Everyone on the 
team was polite, friendly, funny, and 
incredibly intelligent. Although we came 
from mixed backgrounds and 
experiences, we all wanted to find long-
lost organisms, furthering scientific 

understanding of the history of life on 
Earth. Being able to meet paths with 
people 
whose 
lives were 
very 
different 
from my 
own yet 
who 
were 
equally 
drawn to 
paleontology as I was is one of the best 
things that has ever happened to me. 
Because I have had the privilege to meet 
these amazing people, new 
opportunities and experiences I would 
have never had without going on the trip 

are now readily 
available to me.  

Going to Montana 
was a fantastic 
journey, and I am 
grateful to have 
gone. After going, I 
can say that I did a 
lot of things I never 
would have done in 
New Jersey, and 

have become a bit 
more of a risk-taker than before.  

The expedition is an experience that 
everyone can enjoy, regardless of what 
walk of life they come from, and there is 
a lot one can take away from it. I am 
really excited for next year and I hope I 
can go again! 

  

Recalling My Experience in Montana 
by Meghan Forcellati, 2017 Field Expedition Crew Member 

Kirstie and Meghan Forcellati in the Bighorn 
Basin in 2017. 

Registration for the 2018 Field 
Expedition is now OPEN! 

Interested in joining us in the field 
next summer?  Visit us at 
www.BBPaleo.org to find out how 
you can join the adventure.  This is an 
amazing experience that you’ll never 
forget! 

Now Offering One or Two-Day 
Expedition Visits 

Only have time to join the expedition 
for a day or two?  Daily Expedition 
Visitors get to experience the 
adventure, and Members get a 
discount of up to 50%!  Click the link 
above to learn more. 

Meghan collecting dinosaur bone “float”. 

Meghan at the site of the Smith 
Mine Disaster memorial. 

mailto:Info@BBPaleo.org
http://www.bbpaleo.org/
http://www.bbpaleo.org/daily-visitors/
http://www.bbpaleo.org/daily-visitors/
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Fall is many things to many people.  To 
employees at my local Lowe’s store, for 
example, apparently it already means 
Christmas and the holiday gift-giving 
season.  Call me old-fashioned, but I like 
to think of fall as a time for reflecting on 
what is most important to us, and a time 
for giving thanks.  As we move into the 
traditional season of giving, we ask you 
to keep the BBPI in mind.  Here’s just a 
few ways you can help. 

Amazon Smile 
If you’re anything 
like me, you’ll go to 
any length to avoid shopping at brick-and-
mortar stores.  Be sure to link to our 
Amazon Smile account and Amazon will 
donate a portion of each purchase to the

BBPI, without ANY cost to you! But don’t 
forget – you still have to go to 
Smile.Amazon.com each time you shop 
for the donation to take effect!   

iGive 
Shop online but not 
exclusively on 
Amazon?  That’s ok 
too!  iGive makes donations to the BBPI 
when you shop at hundreds of online 
stores, and once again, it doesn’t cost 
you a dime.  Click here to connect to the 
BBPI’s iGive account. 

Donations 
Keep us in mind as you make your year-
end giving plans.  As a 501(c)(3) 
organization, your donations are always 

tax deductible!  Donations also come 
with benefits, many of which make 
great holiday gifts!  Check out our 
donation page for details.   

Check the Website 
As always, the Support the BBPI page of 
our website has a complete list of all the 
ways you can contribute to our mission.  
It has been an extraordinarily successful 
year – we’ve reached well over 3,500 
people and started several research 
projects in just the nine months since 
we’ve been around – and your donations 
are crucial to keep up the amazing work 
we’re doing.

Outreach “season” (it’s really in full 
swing for about 9 months!) is winding 
down, with only one more event on the 
books. 

 November 11: Family Education 
Day at Tyler Arboretum 
(Pennsylvania) 

 

 
 
Believe it or not, we’re already jumping 
into planning and preparing for the 2018 
Field Expedition!  Registration for next 
season is already open and we’ve 
received our first reservations.  We’re 
also updating all of our outreach 
programming, and planning to expand it 
to reach even more people in 2018.  But 
there are so many more ideas and plans 
in the works.  We can’t possibly list them 
all here, but we can mention one we’re 
most excited about. 

Our Favorite Photos 
We may talk a lot about dinosaurs and 
paleontology, but the BBPI is also 
serious about the other part of our 
mission: Earth Science.  Most of the 
people who join our expeditions are of 
course fascinated by the ancient life we 
excavate and study, but they – like us – 
are also enamored with just about 
everything in the natural world.  
Whether it is the “exotic” wildlife 
roaming around camp, the exquisite 
flowers carpeting the alpine meadows 
on Beartooth Pass, or just the incredible 
landscape itself, our drive to know 
everything we can about this region 
seems to know no end.   

With that in mind, we’ll soon host pages 
on our website featuring pictures of 
plants and animals, taken by our guests 
and ourselves.  The photos will also 
include the scientific and common 
names of many of these, and perhaps 

any other information you’d like to 
know.  We’ll also have a separate section 
just featuring some of the most stunning 
landscape photographs taken by our 
guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
These pages will be not just visually 
stunning, but also helpful resources for 
those seeking to learn more about this 
incredible region of our country.   Be 
sure to check our website soon, and let 
us know what kind of information you’d 
like to see on there.  And please share 
your favorite photos, too! 

Into the Future 
by Jason P. Schein 

How You Can Help 
by the BBPI 

 

Prairie shooting star (Dodecatheon pulchellum). 
Beartooth Pass, 2017.  Photo by Jason P Schein.   

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-3350752
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.igive.com/AhplZF7
http://www.bbpaleo.org/donate
http://www.bbpaleo.org/support-the-bbpi/
https://www.tylerarboretum.org/
http://www.bbpaleo.org/join-the-team/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-3350752
http://www.igive.com/AhplZF7
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For as long as I can remember, I wanted 
to leave my mark on science.  I wanted 
to make some kind of contribution to 
the scientific world, and I mean that 
quite literally – I wanted to find, and in 
one way or another, be responsible for 
something that was worthy of being 
placed in a museum for generations of 
scientists to study long after I was gone. 

That moment came to fruition last week 
when, on National Fossil Day, the first of 
many specimens collected during the 
2017 Field Expedition were formally and 
officially cataloged and placed into 
permanent storage at the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Drexel University 
(formerly of Philadelphia).  This was 
much more than a momentous personal 
triumph, though.  This was also a 
professional achievement that many of 
us have worked so hard for, and for such 
a long time.  But, there’s much more to 
this story: allow me to explain. 

As I’ve mentioned before, success in any 
field, but particularly sciences is often 
said to be the result of “standing on the 
shoulders of giants.”  One’s success is 
possible only by building on the 
successes of others.  I would also add, 
though, that one measure of success is 
standing among those giants.   

The field of paleontology certainly fits 
this mold, and there are many true 
giants in the field.  Names like Darwin 
and Sir Richard Owen come to mind 
right away, but many others, like Joseph 
Leidy and E. D. Cope also cast long 
shadows, particularly over those of us in 
the Philadelphia region.  Truth be told, 
the Academy itself is one of those true 
giants, and not just of the past. 

The moment this event at the Academy 
became much more than just a personal 
or even professional triumph was the 
sudden realization that our specimens 
were being placed alongside those of so 
many of paleontology’s true giants.   
These fossils, that our teams found, 
excavated, and are now studying, were 

being placed in drawers just feet away 
from the remains of not only the first 
dinosaur remains ever found in the 
western hemisphere, but also the first 
and second nearly complete dinosaur 
skeletons found anywhere in the world!  
Even closer lie fossils found and made 
famous by the hands of the very same 
Leidy and Cope.  Just inches away lay 
fossils found by William Clark of Lewis 
and Clark fame, and touched by the 
hands of THE Thomas Jefferson.  To top 
it off, the official job of placing our 
fossils into their final resting places was 
given to Dr. Ted Daeschler – a living 
giant in our field by virtue of discovering 
the 350 million year old “missing link” 
between fish and the first land-dwelling 
vertebrates.  And if that wasn’t enough, 
all of this was happening at the oldest 
Museum in the New World!   

The weight of these giants, and of this 
moment, was not lost on me when, as I 
pretended as if I didn’t have a lump in 
my throat, I watched our fossils meet 
their new, and permanent home.   

We have a long way to go, of course, 
before we’re in the same conversation as 
Cope and Leidy.  First things first.  We 
are, however, quite literally now, in the 
same room as those amazing scientists.  
You have to start somewhere, right? 

Just in case I need to remind you, the 
events I just described are thanks in 
large part to you, our loyal members, 
and your incredible support of our work.  
Your support not only made these 
moments possible, but without a doubt, 
will make many more successes like this 
possible again and again, and for many 
other scientists in the future.  I, and we, 
can’t thank you enough. 

Finally, if you haven’t already, you can 
watch us place these specimens into the 
Academy’s collections by clicking HERE. 

 

 

  

IMAGES FROM AN AMAZING DAY A Day Among Giants 
by Jason P. Schein 

The next batch, almost ready to join 
the others already in storage. 

 

There they are!  In all their glory – just the 
tip of the iceberg! 

 

Diplodocus toe and claw, along with plant 
remains, from the Mother’s Day Site. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AcademyofNaturalSciences/videos/10155720283899354/
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About Us 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization dedicated to paleontology 
and earth science research, education, and 
outreach.  We harness the universal appeal 
of dinosaurs to engage people of all 
interest levels and backgrounds to conduct 
and promote the natural sciences.  The 
greatest strengths of the institution lie in 
our seamless integration of collaborative 
scientific research, educational 
programming, and world-class, immersive 
citizen science experiences. 

The BBPI seeks to be a world-class center 
of paleontological research and education, 
and an important resource for 
paleontologists, natural scientists, and 
citizen scientists seeking to more fully 
understand and interpret the natural 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute seeks to collaboratively study, 
actively preserve, and dynamically interpret 
the paleontological treasures of the Bighorn 
Basin and the surrounding region, as well as 
to promote paleontology and the natural 
sciences to life-long learners, wherever they 
may be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our Ethos 

We believe that science is an adventure - an 
adventure in exploration and discovery. 
There is no more fundamentally human or 
important endeavor than to explore. 

We believe that science has the power to 
inspire the global community, and that all 
children - fueled by endless imagination and 
insatiable curiosity - are inherently natural 
scientists. 

We believe that science is exquisitely 
capable of asking and answering questions 
about the natural world, revealing the 
universe's fundamental truths.  As such, we 
believe that science and reason are the best 
tools for addressing and solving the world’s 
most pressing problems.   

We believe that scientific discovery builds on 
the findings of other scientists. We believe 
that scientists have no greater responsibility 
than to communicate their work, sharing 
their discoveries to inspire others in the 
pursuit of knowledge. 

We believe in the power of science. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Who We Are 

Bighorn Basin Paleontological Institute 

3959 Welsh Rd, Ste. 208 

Willow Grove, PA 19090 

P: (406) 998-1390 

Info@BBPaleo.org 

Follow Us! 

www.BBPaleo.org 



  
 

As the king of the dinosaurs, Tyrannosaurus rex needs no introduction.  T. rex lived at the end of the Age of Dinosaurs, about 67-

65.5 million years ago.  We sometimes find T. rex fossils in the Lance Formation in southern Montana and northern Wyoming.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Have a blast making your own dinosaur art!  Use your imagination 

and ask your parents to share what you come up with on our 

Facebook page! 

Paleo-art Fun For Everyone! 

http://www.facebook.com/BBPaleo

