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NEWSLETTER OF THE BIGHORN BASIN 
PALEONTOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

 IN THIS ISSUE 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, the 

staff, and myself, welcome to the very 
first Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute member newsletter.   

If you are reading this, you are among 
the very first Members of the 
organization.  We think of you as more 
than just “Members” though.  You are 
among the first to appreciate what 
we’ve accomplished, to believe in 
what we are doing, and to see the 
great potential before us.  As we like 
to say, science is an adventure, and 
you, my friends, have chosen to join us 
on this amazing adventure.  And for 
that, we are eternally grateful. 

We look forward to using these 
Members-only newsletters to 
communicate directly with you on a 
more personal level than the 
computer.  We want to let you know 
about our accomplishments of course, 
but we also want to introduce you to 
our family (the staff), enlighten you 

about our science, tell stories that 
inspire, and hopefully entertain you! 

What we don’t want is for these 
newsletters to be a one-way street.  
We encourage you to share our 
stories, send us your questions and 
comments, and engage with us, 
especially on social media.   

The most difficult part of creating this 
first issue will be deciding what will fit!  
We’ve accomplished so much in the 
last few years (even more in recent 
months) and we’d love to finally let it 
all out!  All in due time. 

Thank you again, not only for 
becoming a Member, but also for your 
support.  We believe wholeheartedly 
in our mission and the great work 
we’re doing, but none of it is possible 
without you. 

Now, let’s start that adventure, shall 
we? 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Why the Bighorn Basin? 
Why DO Philly-area paleontologists travel 
across the country to the Bighorn Basin? 
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Into the Future 
What’s in store for the BBPI in the coming 
weeks and months.   
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Paleo-Illustration 

Original coloring-page illustration by noted 
artist and BBPI paleontologist, Jason Poole.   
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Welcome!  
by Jason P. Schein, Executive Director 
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The staff of the Bighorn Basin 

Paleontological Institute has been 
busy with everything you might expect 
from a brand new organization: 
getting our name out there, recruiting 
for the summer field season, and 
tending to the never-ending 
administrative items that pop up, just 
to name a few.  

But we’ve also leaped right into what 
we consider to be among the most 
important of our organization’s 
missions: outreach! 

 February 20: Launch Day!!! 

 February 23: Featured speaker at 
the DVPS. 

 March 2:  First Fundraiser & 
community engagement 
opportunity at GrubBurger in 
Willow Grove, PA. 

 March 4 & 5: Paleopalooza! At the 
Academy of Natural Science of 
Drexel University. 

 March 8: Featured speaker at the 
DVESS. 

 March 19-21: Attended and spoke 
at the NE-Geological Society of 
America’s annual meeting in 
Pittsburgh, PA. 

 April 12: Spoke to Waffle 
Wednesday group in Miami. 

It’s been a busy several weeks, but as 
you’ll see in Into the Future (Page 4), 
it’s only going to get busier – bring it 

on!  We love getting opportunities to 
engage with the public, educate, and 
hopefully inspire! 

OPPORTUNITIES? 

We’d love to speak to your group about our 
field opportunities, research, our 
organization, and our adventures!  Feel free 
to suggest opportunities, or have folks reach 
out to us.  

Info@BBPaleo.org                       (406) 998-1390 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since its inception, Jason Schein has 
been hard at work building the nonprofit 
now known as the Bighorn Basin 
Paleontological Institute. His drive and 
enthusiasm is evident in everything the 
organization does, and his strong 
leadership and belief in the power of 
science and nature are at the core of 
everything the BBPI is.  

From very early on this author was very 
impressed by Jason’s inclusive approach 
to educating and inspiring everyone that 
we engage with, whether on the dig, 
during professional talks, or just kicking 
it at a backyard BBQ. Scientific 
exploration, discovery, and a deep desire 
to learn about and be encompassed by 
nature is Jason Schein’s life focus.  

Jason is happiest when wearing one of 
his sleeveless shirts, covered in dirt, and 
exploring a new area looking for the next 
site, question, and adventure.  

Visit the Our Staff page of the website to 
learn more about Jason and the rest of 
the BBPI family!  

BBPI Staff Highlight 
by Jason C. Poole 

Catching Up 
by the BBPI 

Brittany Malinowski teaching kids about 
dinosaurs at the March 2 fundraiser. 

Jason Schein on the Beartooth 
Highway in 2014. 

http://www.dvps.org/
http://www.dvess.org/
mailto:Info@BBPaleo.org
http://www.bbpaleo.org/our-staff/
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OUTREACH 

 

Executive Director Jason Schein speaking to the 
Delaware Valley Paleontological Society in March. 

 

One of our newest recruits at the GrubBurger fundraiser. 

FAST FACTS 
 

  

8,500 mi2 
The size of the Bighorn Basin. New Jersey is almost the 
same size: ~8,700 mi2! 

  

pop 30,000 
Only ~30,000 people live in all of that beautiful open 
space! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Have anything in mind that you’d like to see in 
the newsletter?  Let us know about it!  Message 
us on Facebook or send an email. 

Info@BBPaleo.org 

 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute was built with a whole lot of 
work by a team of people who care 
greatly about the organization and our 
mission.  By becoming a member, 
you’ve demonstrated a similar level of 
commitment and dedication, so 
welcome to the team! 

We’ve come a long way in the past few 
months, and there certainly is no 
shortage of vision and potential for the 
future.  There’s a lot of work to do 
before we can reach those heights, 
though, and we need your help!   

Fortunately, there are MANY ways you 
can help our fledgling organization.  
Even better, many of them won’t cost 
you a dime! 

Donate Old Tools 

One of our biggest expenses each field 
season is tools, supplies, and equipment.  
It takes a mountain of these items to 
make a successful field season.  The 
good news is, though, that most of the 
tools we use in the field are simple hand 
tools you probably have laying around 
the garage.  As we move into the spring 
gardening season, why not donate your 
old tools instead of throwing 
them away?  
See a full list 
of items 
needed for 
the 
upcoming 

field season, and contact us to arrange 
pickup!  

Online Shopping through iGive 

Shop online much?  iGive.com partners 
with almost 2,000 online retailers 
offering to donate a portion of 
the proceeds from 
your purchases to 
the nonprofit 
of your 
choice.  No 
coupons, no codes, and no extra 
expense for you – just download the 
iGive app on your desktop, tablet, and 
mobile device and iGive does the rest! 

Amazon Smile 

If you’re like me, a lot of your online 
shopping is on Amazon. (I even get my 
groceries on Amazon!)  Now 
there’s a way 
that all those 
purchases can help 
your favorite charity.  AmazonSmile 
donates a small portion of each 
purchase to a charity designated by you.  
The BBPI has already seen the benefits 
of this program, which could be a 
significant source of much-needed 
income in the future – just think about 
holiday shopping alone!  And once 
again, it never costs you anything extra.  
Connect to the BBPI’s AmazonSmile 
account today by clicking on the link. 

   

How You Can Help 
by Jason P. Schein 

First night orientation around the 
fire at basecamp – the 
Yellowstone-Bighorn Research 
Association.   

mailto:Info@BBPaleo.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx01bkmQAGENOTNJM0xOYlJocm8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx01bkmQAGENOTNJM0xOYlJocm8/view?usp=sharing
http://www.igive.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-3350752
http://www.ybra.org/
http://www.ybra.org/


OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE BBPI | Issue 1  4 

 

 

Donations 

No matter how many extra dollars we 
get through programs like iGive and 
AmazonSmile, nothing is more 
impactful for our organization than 
direct giving.  We consider your 
donations to be an investment in our 
mission, and we take that responsibility 
very seriously.  We have many wonderful 
thank you gifts for all donation levels, 
with new ones arriving all the time.  Take 
a look at our donation page, and please 
consider making a tax-deductible 
donation today! 

Become a Member 

If you’re reading this, then you’re 
already a Member – of course!  But it 
doesn’t have to stop there.  Share all the 
great news about our organization with 
your family and friends.  Talk to your 
colleagues at work.  Maybe you know a 
place where we can post fliers or leave 

brochures?  Or maybe you know a 
company that might be interested in a 
Corporate Membership?   

Our team can only meet and connect 
with so many people.  With the help of 
ALL of our team members (that’s you!) 
we can reach so many more.  Share our 
Membership page with others and 
encourage them to join the team! 

Join Us! 

The summer Field Expeditions are the 
BBPI’s single most important event each 
year.  It is critically important to the 
organization that we reach capacity 
throughout the field season. 

Whether you’ve joined us in the past, or 
haven’t yet had a chance, this is your year!  
Join the adventure today!  And if digging 
dinosaurs in the desert just isn’t your 
thing, please help us spread the word.  

Everyone knows someone with a 
dinosaur-lover in the family!    

Sponsorships 

The BBPI’s summer field expeditions, and 
year-round research, education, and 
outreach activities are a perfect match for 
a number of sponsorship opportunities.  If 
you or your company is interested in 
sponsoring the organization, or if you 
have contacts at an organization who 
might be interested, please contact us.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Though I’m not sure how it’s possible, 
the next two months are sure to be even 
busier than the last two.  World-class 
science festivals, major-league baseball, 
and the start of the 2017 Field 
Expedition, just to name a few, and all 
just a matter of days or weeks away.   

As always, we would love to see you at 
any (or all!) of these events.  Even better, 
we’d love to have you help us make 
these events successful by volunteering. 

 April 21: Philadelphia Science 
Festival (PSF): Kickoff Prom! 

 April 22: PSF: Science in the Park 

 April 27: Dinosaur Education Day at 
the Met’s game in New York with 
Field Station: Dinosaurs 

 April 29: PSF: Science Carnival 

 May 3: Rutgers Geology Museum 
Annual Open House 

 May 17: Children’s 
Museum of 
Manhattan with 
Field Station: 
Dinosaurs 

 June 17: Scout Day 
at Field Station: 
Dinosaurs 

 June 19: Start 
traveling to Montana for the start of 
the 2017 Field Expedition! 

 

No matter how busy we are, education 
and outreach are what we do! If you 
have a group you’d like us to visit, please 
reach out to us and let us know.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES? 

Know of any community events perfect for 
the BBPI?  Let us know about them! 

Info@BBPaleo.org                       (406) 998-1390 

 

Into the Future 
by Jason P. Schein 

http://www.bbpaleo.org/donate
http://www.bbpaleo.org/membership
http://www.bbpaleo.org/public-expeditions/
http://www.bbpaleo.org/our-sponsors
http://www.philasciencefestival.org/event/219-science-after-hours-prom
http://www.philasciencefestival.org/event/222-science-in-the-park-the-schuylkill-center
http://www.fieldstationdinosaurs.com/
http://www.philasciencefestival.org/carnival
http://geologymuseum.rutgers.edu/museum-events/annual-open-house
http://geologymuseum.rutgers.edu/museum-events/annual-open-house
http://fieldstationdinosaurs.com/calendar/view/Scout-Day-2015-05-06-104124
http://fieldstationdinosaurs.com/calendar/view/Scout-Day-2015-05-06-104124
http://fieldstationdinosaurs.com/calendar/view/Scout-Day-2015-05-06-104124
mailto:Info@BBPaleo.org
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Many have asked over the years, “so 
why the Bighorn Basin?”  That’s a fair 
question.  Why would a group of 
paleontologists from the Philly-region 
focus on this particular area?  An area 
most folks back East have never even 
heard of.  There are several answers to 
that question, ranging from inheritance 
to practicality, but the most important 
answer is simple: geology.    

The Bighorn Basin of northern Wyoming 
and southernmost Montana is world 
famous for preserving a nearly 
continuous record of sedimentation 
from the Cambrian Period (~520 million 
years ago) to the most recent Ice Age 
(just 18,000 years ago).  In some places, 
those sediments created layers of rock 
more than 17,000 ft thick – that’s more 
than 3 miles!   

More importantly (at least to 
paleontologists), every one of those 
layers was pushed up around the edges 
of the basin by the surrounding 
mountain ranges and are now exposed 
at the surface, like rings around a 
bathtub.  The Bighorn Basin is one of the 
few places in the world where we can 
collect fossils from that vast span of 
continuous geologic time, making the 
region one of the world’s finest natural 
laboratories for geological and 
paleontological studies, including 
evolution and climate change.   

I’d love to tell you that we’re the first 
brilliant scientists to recognize the 
significance of the basin, but . . . well . . . 
that would be a stretch.  Inspired by the 
successes of Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Philadelphia paleontologists 
Joseph Leidy and E.D. Cope, Cope’s 
famous feud with Yale paleontologist 
O.C. Marsh, and the ever-present allure 
of the Wild West, an enterprising group 
of students from Princeton University 
set off on the first paleontological 
expedition to the basin in 1884.  Walter 
Berryman Scott and Henry Fairfield 

Osborn – two men who would become 
giants in the field – returned largely 
empty-handed, but undeterred. Hard to 
believe, considering just how fossil-rich 
much of the basin is!  

In the early 20th century, Scott’s 
students, William J. Sinclair and Walter 
Granger (two more important figures in 
paleontology) returned to the region 
and had far more success.  Their 
expedition established the basin as a 
significant area for Cenozoic (~65 million 
years ago to present) fossils, especially 
mammals.   

Thus began a long and distinguished line 
of Princeton University paleontologists 
in the Bighorn Basin.  Many other 
researchers from other institutions have 
staked their claim on their own corner of 
the basin in the last half century or so, 
but that succession of Princeton 
paleontologists went unbroken until 
only very recently. 

David Parris (Curator of Natural History 
at the New Jersey State Museum) and 
Dr. P. Gingerich (University of Michigan) 
are the last of that illustrious Princeton 
legacy, and it was from my mentor, Mr. 
Parris, that I inherited our field areas and 
developed my research interests, both 
of which are fundamental to the 
Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute today.   

Our work in the Bighorn Basin is, of 
course, important as scientific research 
into the ancient ecosystems, habitats, 
plants and animals, and climates that 
existed here millions of years ago.  
Additionally, though, we feel a great 
deal of responsibility to continue the 
long and proud tradition of scientists 
who preceded us.  And more than 
anything, we’re proud for the 
opportunity. 

 

 

IMAGES OF THE BIGHORN BASIN 

 

 
 
 

 
Osborn, F. Spier, and Scott on           

expedition in 1887. 

 

 

Doing our part to contribute to the amazing 
science in the natural laboratory that is the 
Bighorn Basin. 

  

Why the Bighorn Basin? 
by Jason P. Schein 
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About Us 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization dedicated to paleontology 
and earth science research and 
education.  We harness the universal 
appeal of dinosaurs to engage people of all 
interest levels and backgrounds conduct 
and promote the natural sciences.  The 
greatest strengths of the institution lie in 
our seamless integration of collaborative 
scientific research, educational 
programming, and world-class, immersive 
citizen science experiences. 

The BBPI seeks to be a world-class center 
of paleontological research and education, 
and an important resource for 
paleontologists, natural scientists, and 
citizen scientists seeking to more fully 
understand and interpret the natural 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 

The Bighorn Basin Paleontological 
Institute seeks to collaboratively study, 
actively preserve, and dynamically interpret 
the paleontological treasures of the Bighorn 
Basin and the surrounding region, as well as 
to promote paleontology and the natural 
sciences to life-long learners, wherever they 
may be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our Ethos 

We believe that science is an adventure - an 
adventure in exploration and discovery. 
There is no more fundamentally human or 
important endeavor than to explore. 

We believe that science has the power to 
inspire the global community, and that all 
children - fueled by endless imagination and 
insatiable curiosity - are inherently natural 
scientists. 

We believe that science is exquisitely 
capable of asking and answering questions 
about the natural world, revealing the 
universe's fundamental truths.  As such, we 
believe that science and reason are the best 
tools for addressing and solving the world’s 
most pressing problems.   

We believe that scientific discovery builds on 
the findings of other scientists. We believe 
that scientists have no greater responsibility 
than to communicate their work, sharing 
their discoveries to inspire others in the 
pursuit of knowledge. 

We believe in the power of science. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Who We Are 

Follow Us! Bighorn Basin Paleontological Institute 

3595 Welsh Rd, Ste. 208 

Willow Grove, PA 19025 

P: (406) 998-1390 

Info@BBPaleo.org 

www.BBPaleo.org 



  
 

 Have a blast coloring the dinosaur and remember – we don’t actually know what colors most dinosaurs were.   

Use your imagination and ask your parents to share what you come up with on our Facebook page! 

This is Bambiraptor [BAM-bee-RAP-tor], a turkey-sized Late Cretaceous (70 million years old) dinosaur from Montana, U.S.A.  It was named after the Disney character 

Bambi and was first discovered by a 14-year old boy on a family vacation! 

Paleo-art Fun For Everyone! 


